Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 297871 TOSEC 120182 
ORIGIN PRS-01 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PA-02 SSO-OO CCO-OO /004 R 

DRAFTED BY S/PRS:KBROWN 
APPROVED BY S/PRS : JHTRATTNER 
S/S-0 :SGOLDSMITH 

034290 140311Z/41 

O 140219Z DEC 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USDEL SECRETARY IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 297871 TOSEC 120182 

FOR HODDING CARTER FROM S/PRS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN, OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS R.) 

SUBJECT: EVENING PRESS SUMMARY, DECEMBER 13 

NO. 21 

WIRES 

REUTER - GAVIN BELL FROM DAMASCUS 

LEAD: "SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE FAILED TO ENLIST 
SYRIAN SUPPORT FOR CURRENT MIDDLE EAST PEACE MOVES DURING 
A LENGTHY MEETING WITH PRESIDENT HAFEZ AL- ASSAD HERE 
TONIGHT. PRESIDENT ASSAD FIRMLY REJECTED ANY INVOLVEMENT 
IN EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT ANWAR SADAT’S PEACE INITIATIVE WITH 
ISRAEL.AN OFFICIAL SYRIAN STATEMENT SAID." 

OTHER POINTS: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 297871 TOSEC 120182 

- ASAD TOLD VANCE THAT EGYPTIAN LEADER'S POLICY HAD 
WRECKED ALL EFFORTS TOWARD REACHING COMPREHENSIVE SETTLE- 
MENT AND THAT SYRIA WILL CONTINUE TO WORK TO CONFRONT THE 
DANGEROUS SITUATION CREATED BY SADAT'S PEACE MOVES. 

- VANCE TOLD REPORTERS HE AND ASAD HAD AGREED TO CONFER 
AGAIN WHENEVER NECESSARY. 
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- ONE U.S. OFFICIAL CALLED VANCE’S AIRPORT RECEPTION 
"COLDEST WELCOME I'VE SEEN A SECRETARY OF STATE RECEIVE 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST SINCE THE 1973 WAR." 

IN BEIRUT VANCE CONCEDED TO REPORTERS IT WOULD NOT 
BE REALISTIC TO EXPECT OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES TO JOIN 
CAIRO TALKS AT PRESENT. 

- IN STATEMENT TO REPORTERS AT DAMASCUS VANCE STRESSED 
IMPORTANCE WHICH HE AND PRESIDENT CARTER PLACED ON THEIR 
"FRIENDSHIP AND WORKING RELATIONSHIP" WITH MR. ASSAD AND 
MR. KHADDAM. 

- INFORMED DIPLOMATIC SOURCES SAID VANCE HOPED PRESIDENT 
ASSAD MIGHT RECONSIDER HIS STAND IF SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS 
IS MADE DURING CAIRO CONFERENCE AND THAT ASAD HAD 
EXERTED MODERATING INFLUENCE AT TRIPOLI MEETING. 

AP FROM DAMASCUS (NO BYLINE) 

LEAD: "U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS R. VANCE ENDED 
NEARLY THREE HOURS OF PRIVATE TALKS TODAY WITH PRESIDENT 
HAFEZ ASSAD WITHOUT ANY INDICATION HE HAD PERSUADED THE 
SYRIAN LEADER TO ACCEPT EGYPT'S PEACE OVERTURE TO ISRAEL." 
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OTHER POINTS: 

- ASKED BY REPORTERS WHETHER ASSAD REMAINED COMMITTED 
TO A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT OF THE MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM, 
VANCE REPLIED "I THINK HE MADE HIS POSITION QUITE CLEAR 
AND YOU OUGHT TO ASK HIM DIRECTLY ON THAT.” 

- VANCE'S STATEMENT THAT PRESIDENT CARTER REMAINED 
COMMITTED TO COMPREHENSIVE PEACE SETTLEMENT WAS INTENDED 
TO ALLAY ASSAD'S OF THAT BILATERAL SETTLEMENT BETWEEN 
ISRAEL AND EGYPT. 

- DAMASCUS RADIO VOICED SUSPICION THAT THE APPARENT 
PURPOSE OF THE CAIRO MEETING WAS TO FORGE A "SADAT- 
ZIONIST-AMERICAN ALLIANCE" AGAINST HARDLINE ARAB STATES. 

- SYRIAN GOVERNMENT NEWSPAPER DESCRIBED CARTER ADMINI- 
STRATION’S MIDDLE EAST POLICY AS "CARRYING AN OLIVE 
BRANCH WITH ONE HAND AND STABBING IN THE BACK WITH THE 
OTHER." 

UPI - DAVID ZENIAN FROM DAMASCUS 
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LEAD: "SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE ARRIVED TO A 
CHILLY RECEPTION IN DAMASCUS TUESDAY AND MET WITH SYRIA'S 
HARD-LINE PRESIDENT HAFEZ ASSAD WHILE THE GOVERNMENT-CON- 
TROLLED PRESS DENOUNCED HIS VISIT AS A "STAB IN THE 
BACK." 

OTHER POINTS: 

- IT WAS APPARENT THAT ASSAD REMAINED UNMOVED IN HIS 
OPPOSITION TO EGYPTIAN SADAT'S PEACE INITIATIVE. 

- AN AMERICAN OFFICIAL IN VANCE'S PARTY CHARACTERIZED 
THE TALKS AS "SMOOTH" BUT SAID THERE HAD BEEN "NO CHANGE" 
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IN SYRIA'S POSITION. 

- VANCE TOLD REPORTERS: "I AM ENCOURAGED BY THE FACT 
THAT FOR EVERYONE I TALKED TO, AN ULTIMATE COMPREHEN- 
SIVE SETTLEMENT IN GENEVA IS THE OBJECTIVE." 

NETWORKS 

NBC - ANCHORMAN DAVID BRINKLEY 

"SECSTATE VANCE FLEW INTO SYRIA TODAY AND GOT A RECEP- 
TION AS COLD AS IF HE HAD COME TO FORECLOSE THE MORTGAGE. 
HE DIDN'T EXPECT MUCH ELSE. BUT HE HOPED TO PERSUADE 
THE SYRIANS TO JOIN IN PRESIDENT SADAT’S PEACE MISSION 
AND HOPED TO STIR THEIR ENTHUSIASM AND FOUND THERE WAS 
NONE TO STIR." 

ABC - ANCHORWOMAN BARBARA WALTERS 

"IN CONTRAST TO THE OPTIMISM AND SENSE OF HISTORY IN 
THE MAKING IN CAIRO, SECSTATE VANCE FOUND A CHILLY 
RECEPTION WHEN HE ARRIVED IN SYRIA TODAY. IT'S THE 
FIFTH STOP IN HIS SIX-NATION MIDEAST TOUR. TOMORROW 
HE GOES TO SAUDI ARABIA. AND ABC’S BARRY DUNSMORE IN 
CAIRO REPORTS TONIGHT THAT THERE'S SPECULATION THERE 
THAT VANCE MAY ATTEND THE CAIRO CONFERENCE THIS WEEK- 
END." 

CBS - ANCHORMAN WALTER CRONKITE 

"SECSTATE VANCE TODAY TOOK HIS MIDDLE EAST DIPLOMATIC 
TOUR TO SYRIA AND RECEIVED THE COOLEST RECEPTION BY 
ANY OF THE FIVE NATIONS HE'S VISITED SINCE LAST WEEKEND. 
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HE MET WITH SYRIAN PRESIDENT ASAD BUT WAS NOT ABLE TO 
WIN SYRIAN SUPPORT OF THE CURRENT MIDDLE EAST PEACE 
MOVES. ASAD REJECTED ANY INVOLVEMENT IN SADAT'S PEACE 
INITIATIVE AND ACCUSED THE EGYPTIANS OF WRECKING EFFORTS 
FOR A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT. VANCE GOES TOMORROW TO 
SAUDI ARABIA." 

BEGIN VISIT 

ALL THREE NETWORKS REPORTED NEWS OF BEGIN VISIT. CBS 
AND ABC CARRIED FOLLOWING COMMENTARIES: 

CBS - BOB SIMON IN TEL AVIV 

"OFFICIAL ISRAELI SOURCES CONFIRMED THAT THE VISIT WAS 
BEGIN S IDEA, THAT IT WAS SET UP WHILE SECRETARY VANCE 
WAS IN JERUSALEM, AND THAT PRESIDENT CARTER WELCOMES 
IT. THE SOURCES SAY THAT PRESIDENT SADAT KNOWS AND 
APPROVES OF THE IDEA AND THAT KING HUSSEIN OF JORDAN 
HAS BEEN BROUGHT INTO THE PICTURE AS WELL. UNOFFICIAL 
SOURCES IN JERUSALEM SAY THAT THE NEED FOR THE VISIT 
IS AN INDICATION OF JUST HOW FAR NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN 
ISRAEL AND EGYPT HAVE PROGRESSED BEHIND THE SCENES. 

THEY SAY THAT WHILE BEGIN IN WASHINGTON WILL STEAL THE 
LIMELIGHT FROM THE CAIRO TALKS, THE ISRAELIS HAVE SOME 
SERIOUS PROPOSALS TO PUT ON THE TABLE IN CAIRO-SO 
SERIOUS THAT BEGIN FEELS THE NEED TO GET PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S PERSONAL AND OFFICIAL STAMP OF APPROVAL. 

SOURCES CLOSE TO THE PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE SAY THE 
POINT HAS BEEN REACHED WHERE BEGIN WANTS TO DISCUSS 
THE FUTURE BOUNDARIES BETWEEN ISRAEL AND HER ARAB 
NEIGHBORS, THAT HE WANTS TO DISCUSS AN ISRAELI PLAN FOR 
FUNCTIONAL AUTONOMY ON THE WEST BANK OF THE JORDAN. 
SUCH A PLAN WOULD GIVE PALESTINIAN ARABS SOME CONTROL 
OVER THEIR OWN AFFAIRS WHILE THE ISRAELIS WOULD MAIN- 
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TAIN A MILITARY PRESENCE. AMERICAN APPROVAL OF THIS 
PLAN WOULD EASE THE PRESSURE ON ISRAEL TO GIVE UP 
TERRITORY ON THE WEST BANK--WHICH MIGHT BE THE MOST 
IMPORTANT THING PRIME MINISTER BEGIN WILL BE SEEKING 
IN WASHINGTON." 

CBS - MARVIN KALB IN WASHINGTON AT STATE DEPARTMENT 
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ACCORDING TO INFORMED SOURCES HERE, BEGIN WILL BE 
CARRYING A DRAFT PEACE TREATY OF THE KIND THAT FIRST 
COULD BE GIVEN TO EGYPT AND THEN TO THE OTHER ARAB 
STATES. BEGIN WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY AARON BARAK, 

THE CHIEF LEGAL ADVISOR TO THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT. 

BEGIN WANTS TO DISCUSS THE TERMS OF THIS DRAFT TREATY 
FIRST WITH PRESIDENT CARTER AND THEN PRESENT IT TO 
EGYPT. SOURCES SAY THAT BEGIN REALIZES THAT THE MOMENT 
OF DECISION IS FAST APPROACHING AND HE WANTS THIS OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO CONFER WITH THE PRESIDENT AND THUS TO INVOLVE 
THE UNITED STATES BEFORE MAKING MAJOR AND POSSIBLY 
HISTORIC CONCESSIONS TO THE ARABS. THE DRAFT PEACE 
TREATY IS CONSIDERED BY BEGIN TO BE A MODEL FOR PEACE 
AGREEMENTS WITH ALL OF ISRAEL'S ARAB NEIGHBORS." 

ABC - SAM DONALDSON IN WASHINGTON 

"OVER THE WEEKEND PRIME MINISTER BEGIN ASKED SECSTATE 
VANCE, WHO WAS THEN IN JERUSALEM FOR A MEETING WITH 
MR. CARTER. WASHINGTON INFORMED EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT 
SADAT AND SADAT IS SAID TO HAVE GIVEN THE IDEA HIS 
BLESSING. BEGIN S TRIP HERE IS SEEN HERE AS A POSI- 
TIVE DEVELOPMENT, NOT A HITCH IN THE PEACE PROCESS OR 
A CRISIS IN AMERICAN-ISRAELI RELATIONS. THE WHITE 
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HOUSE SPOKESMAN SAYS THE TWO LEADERS WILL EXCHANGE 
VIEWS ON HOW BEST TO CONTINUE THE MOVEMENT TOWARD A 
PERMANENT MIDDLE EAST PEACE. ALL THIS SUGGESTS BEGIN 
WANTS TO DISCUSS NEW ISRAELI NEGOTIATING POSITIONS 
WITH PRESIDENT CARTER. AND, ALTHOUGH NO ONE IS SAYING 
SO OUT LOUD, THAT COULD RESULT IN AN UPGRADING OF 
PRESIDENT SADAT'S CAIRO CONFERENCE NOW SET TO BEGIN 
TOMORROW." CHRISTOPHER 
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